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The Bolsheviks first introduced a discordant note into
this charmed circle, and, in their fear that Soviet Embassies
might be used as diplomatic cover for revolutionary
activities, many of the capitalist countries preferred not to
have any diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union. But
these same countries were very loath to realise that Hitler's
Germany, which they believed the great bulwark against
Bolshevism in central Europe, could use similar tactics.
The German diplomats were still the educated gentlemen
that they had known before the Nazis came to power. The
British hid from the world, and indeed from themselves,
ugly suspicions that there was something new and sinister
about Nazi diplomacy; that even in the German Embassy
in London a Minister, whose friendship with Britain was
genuine, died suddenly a death that was not necessarily
a natural one. After all, in Germany itself, the externals of
diplomacy remained unchanged. Ambassadors dealt with
the Foreign Office, and tried not to heed Sir Horace
Rumbold's warning that the German Foreign Office had
become a fagade and that German foreign policy was no
longer understood, let alone dictated by, the Wilhelmstrasse.
I remember talking to a puzzled British diplomat somewhere
towards the end of 1934. I urged upon him my conviction
that this Germany was something quite new and that the
old forms of diplomacy could no longer work. At length
he reluctantly agreed that there was a new element in
Nazi Germany: "The murder of General von Streicher
showed that/' he added. What an admission! A violent
revolution could take place. Communists, Socialists,
Pacifists, Jews, and intellectuals could all be thrown
into concentration camps or murdered, the doctrines of
Mdn Kampf could be inculcated in every school and
home, war could be declared on the whole of Europe,
but the only thing that made any impression on my
diplomatic friend was that a highly born gentleman, a
distinguished soldier and sly politician, had been shot
without trial 1